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WHEREAS, CONGRESS DESIGNATED THE THIRD FULL WEEK IN MARCH TO BE NATIONAL POISON PREVENTION WEEK 

(NPPW) IN 1961 AND SINCE THEN THIS WEEK HAS HELPED TO RAISE NATIONAL AWARENESS OF THE DANGERS OF 

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS MEDICINES, HOUSEHOLD PRODUCTS AND CHEMICALS, ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINANTS, 

AND OTHER SUBSTANCES; AND 

WHEREAS, POISON CENTERS ACROSS THE COUNTRY WILL FOCUS THE PUBLIC’S ATTENTION ON THE FREE, LIFESAVING 

SERVICES PROVIDED BY POISON CENTERS, AS WELL AS, EDUCATING THE PUBLIC ON WAYS TO PREVENT POISONING 

EXPOSURES AND THE NEW JERSEY POISON CONTROL CENTER, A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY 

MEDICINE AT RUTGERS NEW JERSEY MEDICAL SCHOOL PROVIDES 24/7 EXPERT POISONING TREATMENT ADVICE, 

DRUG INFORMATION, AND PREVENTION EDUCATION AT NO COST TO THE PUBLIC ACCESSING CENTER SERVICES 

THROUGH THE POISON HELP NUMBER AT 1-800-222-1222, CHAT (WWW.NJPIES.ORG), OR TEXT 973-339-0712; AND 

WHEREAS, SPECIALIZED MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS (DOCTORS, PHARMACISTS, AND NURSES) PROVIDE ACCESSIBLE, 

FREE, AND CONFIDENTIAL HEALTHCARE TO ALL AND POISON CENTER SERVICES SAVE HEALTHCARE DOLLARS BY 

ELIMINATING THOUSANDS OF UNNECESSARY EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT/ROOM VISITS AND DECREASING LENGTHS OF 

STAYS FOR PATIENTS HOSPITALIZED FOR POISONING THROUGH TELEMEDICINE SERVICES/CAPABILITIES; AND  

WHEREAS, THE POISON CENTER IS INSTRUMENTAL IN THE SURVEILLANCE AND MANAGEMENT OF POISONING 

EXPOSURES ACROSS THE STATE, INCLUDING THE USE, MISUSE, AND ABUSE OF; MEDICATIONS, LEGAL AND ILLICIT 

DRUGS, ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINANTS, BIOTERRORISM AGENTS, AND COMMON HOUSEHOLD PRODUCTS AND 

CHEMICALS; AND 

WHEREAS, THE STATE’S POISON CONTROL CENTER IS INVOLVED IN NEW JERSEY’S EFFORTS IN HOMELAND DEFENSE, 

COUNTERTERRORISM, EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE, AND BIOSURVEILLANCE; AND  

WHEREAS, UNINTENTIONAL POISONING IS THE LEADING CAUSE OF UNINTENTIONAL INJURY DEATH IN NEW JERSEY 

OUTNUMBERING DEATHS BY MOTOR VEHICLES AND FIREARMS AND A POISON IS DEFINED AS ANYTHING THAT CAN 

CAUSE HARM IF TAKEN IN THE WRONG AMOUNT, IN THE WRONG WAY OR BY THE WRONG PERSON; AND 

WHEREAS, ALTHOUGH MOST REPORTED POISON EXPOSURES INVOLVE CHILDREN FIVE (5) YEARS OLD AND YOUNGER; 

MOST POISONING DEATHS OCCUR IN ADULTS AGED 20 TO 59 AND OVERDOSE DEATHS FROM PRESCRIPTION OPIOIDS, 

OVER-THE-COUNTER MEDICATIONS, AND ILLEGAL DRUGS REMAIN AT EPIDEMIC PROPORTIONS FOR BOTH NEW JERSEY 

AND THE UNITED STATES; AND    

WHEREAS, LEAD EXPOSURE AND CARBON MONOXIDE (CO) POISONING REMAIN MAJOR PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERNS AND 

VAPING AND E-CIGARETTE DEVICES POSE A SERIOUS RISK OF NICOTINE POISONING, AS WELL AS SERIOUS 

POTENTIALLY DEADLY VAPING ASSOCIATED LUNG ILLNESSES, ALSO REFERRED TO AS EVALI; AND  

WHEREAS, POISON CENTER EXPERTS ENCOURAGE THE PUBLIC NOT TO GUESS, WAIT FOR SYMPTOMS, OR WASTE TIME 

LOOKING UP MEDICAL INFORMATION ONLINE WHEN POTENTIAL POISONING EXPOSURES OCCUR AND ALL RESIDENTS 

SHOULD SAVE THE POISON CONTROL CENTER’S NUMBER, 1-800-222-1222, IN THEIR CELL, HOME, AND OFFICE PHONES 

BECAUSE A FAST RESPONSE CAN MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE IN PREVENTING SERIOUS INJURY AND SAVING LIVES; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, PASQUALE MENNA, MAYOR OF THE BOROUGH OF RED BANK DO HEREBY PROCLAIM THE WEEK OF 

MARCH 15-21, 2020 AS POISON PREVENTION WEEK IN THE BOROUGH OF RED BANK AND ENCOURAGE ALL CITIZENS TO 

PLEDGE THEIR COMMITMENT TO ENSURING THE SAFETY OF THEMSELVES, THEIR FAMILIES, AND THEIR COMMUNITY. 
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