Gas Powered Blowers (GPLBs)

Red Bank Environmental Commission Presentation to Red Bank Council - October 10, 2024
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Presentation Overview

|. Presentation Goals

a. Raise Awareness

b. Build Support for Sustainable
Landscaping

Il. Introduction to Project Team
lll. GPLB Issues

V. Gov’t & Non-Profit Responses
V. RBEC’s Approach

VI. Q&A




Introduction

GPLB Project Team:

**Paulo Rodriguez Heyman, RBEC Chair
**Denelle Godek-Johnson, RBEC Vice-Chair

**Dave Johnson, RBEC

s*Pam McArthur, Red Bank Green Team
*»Stephanie Bricken, Red Bank Citizen

¢ Lois Kraus, Co-Founder of Advocates Transforming Landscaping in New
Jersey (ATL-NJ); Westfield Green Team




2-Stroke Engines

> GPLB

» String trimmer
» Chainsaw

> Soil tiller

»Hedge trimmer

v'NOT lawnmowers!



POLLUTION POLLUTION
FROM FROM
1 1,100
HOUR CAR MILES

Toxic Fumes:

YV VYV

30% of fuel not combusted!

Carcinogens: Benzene; Formaldehyde; 1,3-butadiene
Smog/Asthma: Particulates

Climate Change: CO, and Methane

Smog/Ozone: Nitrogen Oxides and VOCs




GPLB Issues

IF THAT ENGINE WERE ON THE ROAD

IT'S SO POLLUTING

Environmental Justice
IT WOULD BE BANNED

(LG TSR, e Health Risks to Workers
T U o »Asthma, Cancer, Heart Disease, Dementia

»Hearing Loss

v'90-110 decibels (>85db causes
permanent hearing loss); low frequency
penetrates walls

v'Permanent hearing loss
it a4 v'Anxiety and depression
PRI v'Hypertension (i.e. high blood pressure)

INSTEAD HE WEARS IT v e : . .
ON HIS BACK FOR 8 HOURS A DAY Cognitive impairment in children

ES ~



GPLB Issues

Quality of Life Issue
* Noise Pollution

Impacts to Wildlife
e 150-280 mph = Habitat disruption

(bees, butterflies, moths, small mammals)

 Soil
* Organic matter




Responses

Municipalities

+¢ Partial Bans
» Princeton, Morristown, Leonia, and South Orange N %
» 3 NJ Towns pending for 2025
» 100 municipalities nationwide
» GPLB Reduction Schedule

 PROHIBITED — Winter/Summer
* ALLOWED - Spring/Fall

¢ Full-Year Bans
» Maplewood (following 6 years of outreach and education)
» Montclair

» State of California




RED BANK

Environmental Commission

ALLOWABLE DAYS AND HOURS OF USE OF

LANDSCAPING EQUIPMENT
ol | sping ] summer | Rl [ Wime |

Mar 15 - May 15 May 16-Sept 30 Oct 1-Dec 15 Dec 16 - Mar 14
BL%\?VFER Mon-Fri Sat Sun Mon-Fri Sat Sun Mon-Fri Sat Sun Mon-Fri Sat Sun Holidays
8am-8pm  8am-5pm Tpm-6pm  8am-8pm  8amSpm  1pm-6pm 8am8pm  8amSpm  Tpm-6pm 8am8pm  8am-5pm  1pm-bpm  Tpm-bpm

Gas-Powered YES YES YES NO YES YES YES NO NO

Bg;‘gg;,‘"gr;ggﬁ' YES VES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES VES YES YES




Responses

State of New Jersey

o S217/A4666 — gas-powered lawn equipment sale and use prohibition, w/ tax credits for replacement.

o A2319 —BPU to establish rebates for battery-powered LBs

Local Non-Profit Partners
o ATL-NJ
o Sustainable Jersey — Created Actions
o ANIJEC — Outreach
o American Green Zone Alliance (AGZA)

New Jersey Nursery & Landscape Association (NJNLA)



RBEC Approach

e Gas Powered Leaf Blowers
Reduce the Use Awareness
Quiet Zone Considerations g

» Sustainable Landscape Practices:
v" Encourage GPLB Reduction
v' “Leave the leaves”
v “No Mow May”
v Native Plants

» Battery-Powered Alternatives

» Flyer Distribution



RBEC Approach

GAS POWERED LEAF BLOWERS

v RBEC Website & Social Media

(A5 POWER LEAT BLOWERS - COMMUNIIY INTTIATIVE

g costs for Cur healts, enviromment snd
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v' DPU Meeting

SUSTAINABLE ALTERNATIVES

+ Ergaze Wi your Gndscioe

v’ Council Presentation

« Mowerwi callesting bin
+ Comvertionathe pams

= v Community Outreach (incl. Landscapers)

HEALTH HAZARDS & CLIMATE CHANGE

e > https://www.redbank.site/environmental/leaf-blowers



https://www.redbank.site/environmental/leaf-blowers

Q&A

Thank you!

£ m
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